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Documentary Film Worksheet:  Social Issue Films
Title/Year of Film:          
Director(s):                                                       Runtime:
(Use back, if needed)

     1. Briefly describe the first “establishing” image/scene that appears in the film. 
          What seems to be its purpose? What is the effect on you as a viewer?

2. How does the film define the issue – e.g., through an “official definition”,
case studies/mini-narratives, other?


3. How does the film show the extent or prevalence of the problem- e.g.,
“talking heads”, charts, graphs, maps, timelines, screenshots of news articles?


4. How does the film present a history of the problem – e.g., voice-over
narration, historical photographs or videos, “talking heads”/experts, interviews with people affected by the problem?


5. In what ways does the documentary offer different interpretations of the 
causes of and/or solutions to the problem –e.g., “talking heads” – expert voices, everyday voices, case studies?


         6. How well does the film transition from scene to scene? Can you identify any 
               techniques that the documentary uses (e.g., subheads, “match-on-action”)?

          
7. Describe the closing scene. What is the effect on you? What techniques does the filmmaker(s) use – e.g., repeating central images in the film,
ending with a question, showing change in the life of an individual?

8. How does analyzing this film help you think about your revision plans for 
your own research essay?
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