ENG 250: Intro to Lit Study - American
Creative Writing Assignment on Ragtime
Spring 2016, Westminster College

Your creative writing assignment for this course consists of a 3-page (minimum) creative piece accompanied by a 1-page (minimum) analysis, the latter of which should be informed by two credible secondary sources on the historical figure and/or context featured in your creative work. 
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ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Choose an American historical figure whose lifespan includes (at least some of) the first two decades of the 20th century: 1900-1920. Your person may, but does not have to be mentioned in Doctorow’s novel. 

2. Choose a brief section—a page, or even a single paragraph may suffice—of Ragtime to emulate (imitate) and develop in your own 3-page (minimum) work of short fiction. Specifically, we’d like you to do one of the following: 
a. Create an intriguing scenario for your historical figure that carefully imitates the style of your chosen passage. OR
b. Insert your historical figure into your chosen passage in an engaging, historically informed way. Remember to remain faithful to Doctorow’s style. IMPORTANT: This is historical fiction. Your chosen figure does not need to have actually been in the place or with the people you depict in your creative piece. However, your portrayal of her/him should be both purposeful and accurate. You will justify your characterization in the analysis that will accompany your creative work (details below). OR
c. Use your historical figure to fill a gap in your chosen passage: tell another character’s backstory, clarify an ambiguous plot point, etc. Remember to remain faithful to Doctorow’s style. OR
d. Do some combination of a.-c. above. Dazzle us with ingenuity. And have fun in the process! 

3. Write a 1-page (minimum) analysis that addresses the following questions, not necessarily in this order:
a. Which historical figure did you choose, and why? 
b. What passage(s) of Doctorow did you choose, and why?
c. Explain, specifically, how your creative choices remain faithful to Doctorow’s style (consider character development, narration, or pace, for example).
d. Explain, specifically, how your creative choices balance historical accuracy with personal interpretation.
e. Finally, tell us what you’ve learned from this exercise: how did it affect your understanding of course material? (Doctorow’s novel? American literature? Bressler/critical perspectives?)
  
DUE DATES & GRADING: 

A partial draft of your creative work—say, 1 or so pages—is due to D2L / Discussions before class on Monday, April 25. Your completed assignment is due to D2L by 11:59 p.m. on Monday, May 2. We will share our assignments with each other in class that week—so be prepared to talk briefly about your work in front of the class. This assignment worth 10% of your overall course grade and will be evaluated according to the following criteria:  


A and A- grades	The assignment was submitted on time. It depicts a historical figure accurately, innovatively, and purposefully, emulating a specific passage from Doctorow’s novel and remaining faithful to its style. As such, the work indicates careful study not only of Ragtime but also of the culture in which it is set. The concluding analysis presents a thoughtful and specific breakdown of the creative process, meaningfully informed by two reputable secondary sources. The writing is clear and grammatically proficient.


B-, B, & B+ grades	The assignment was submitted on time. It depicts a historical figure accurately and purposefully, emulating a specific passage from Doctorow’s novel and remaining mostly faithful to its style. As such, the work indicates an understanding not only of Ragtime but also of the culture in which it is set. The concluding analysis presents a thoughtful breakdown of the creative process, informed by two secondary sources. Overall, the writing is clear and grammatically proficient.


C-, C, & C+ grades	The assignment’s engagement with Ragtime is too vague to enhance the reader’s understanding of character or context. Though it imitates Doctorow’s style fairly well, its reliance on generalizations suggests lack of familiarity with Ragtime and its cultural context.  The concluding analysis does not sufficiently explain the creative process.  The assignment’s sentence structure and organization require substantial editing for clarity and grammatical correctness.  


D-, D, & D+ grades	The assignment exhibits little, if any, awareness of Ragtime and its cultural context.  Its imitation of Doctorow’s style is largely inaccurate, and its concluding analysis relies on hasty generalizations that indicate an overall lack of effort. Sentence structure and paragraph organization require substantial editing for clarity and grammatical correctness.  
